Studies on mode of action of a bacteriocin from Clostridium septicum.
A bacteriocin was found in the supernatant fluid of Clostridium septicum strain Ovinus. Sensitivity to the bacteriocin was confined to other strains of C. septicum and to strains of C. chauvoei; the other Gram-positive and Gram-negative bacteria tested for sensitivity were unaffected by the bacteriocin. The bacteriocin killed sensitive cells rapidly but cell lysis did not appear to be involved. The bacteriocin inhibited protein and RNA synthesis immediately after its addition to sensitive cells; DNA synthesis was inhibited 10 min later.